NEWSLETTER 140 – March 2022.
Society meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month, in the Royal Society Room behind the
S. A. Museum off Kintore Avenue, Adelaide from 7.45 pm., supper afterwards, visitors welcome.
Postal address P.O. Box 312 Magill 5072. For information, contact the Secretary, Richard Welling;
secretary@sanumismatics.org.au
NSSA web page -- sanumismatics.org.au Webmaster: Mark.
Newsletter edited and illustrated by Mick Vort-Ronald, primarily from minutes of Society meetings
recorded by the Secretary. Contact details for Mick are; phone (08) 8522 4490, mobile 0417 212
906, no text or SMS messages please, or P.O. Box 653 Willaston S.A. 5118. email vortronald@ypconnect.net
Annual membership subscriptions now fall due in January each year, $30 for members in Australia
and overseas. They can also be paid by EFT to BSB 015 590 A/c 4981 20308 (ANZ) stating
surname and/or postcode. If paying by EFT please email Treasurer when doing so. Treasurer:
Virginia, at treasurer@sanumismatics.org.au
Members attending meetings speaking on various topics are encouraged to provide the secretary with
brief details of the subjects and examples produced in writing on the night or preferably sent by email
to allow accurate recording in the Society minutes. This will make his task much easier and ensure
that correct information is later used in this newsletter for the information of other members and clubs.
Most items are photographed by Mick at meetings, but members can also send images of their items
direct to Mick.
Newsletters are sent via email to members who have the capacity to receive them. In this way you
get your newsletter quicker and better than a printed version, AND IN COLOUR. Please advise the
Secretary of your email address for future issues.
This is more efficient and saves the society money. For those who do not have access to the Internet,
or still want hard copy in black and white, some copies will still be produced and posted if requested.
As a result of sending our emailed newsletters to other clubs in Australia and New Zealand, we are
now receiving their emailed newsletters and these are also being forwarded on to our financial
members by email.
The January 2022 general meeting was cancelled due to Covid restrictions.

Meeting No 982, Royal Society Room, Adelaide, 17th February 2022.
Present: 15 members, 8 apologies.
Numismatics:

Mick gave an illustrated talk about a sheet of Bicentenary $10 notes coming up in the next Downie
auction signed by David Solomon, principal inventor of the OVD (Captain Cook image) and
explained the different varieties of the note. (It sold for $1,500). Images, Downies Australian
Coin Auctions. Full story in April 2022 CAB.
Paul S. showed an interesting example of WW1 trench art, a smoothed 1889 GB crown engraved to
Erle A.G.Boyd RAN who served in the RAN from 1911 to WW2.
P.J. showed a 1939 E mintmark German 2 Mark silver coin, the E being quite a scarce mint mark
for this year.

Richard showed a range of Zeppelin medals and gave a brief talk on the history of the Zeppelins
circa 1894-1937.
David presented a scarce Bryant & May 50 year service silver medal awarded in 1942. See article.
Virginia showed an interesting Australian 5c error coin with partial 10c brockage.
Paul.J. presented some coinage of the Australian Proclamation period, as follows.

English, George III. 1760-1820. Silver Emergency Issue Dollar, (38mm, 26.05 g) Mexico
City Mint dated 1792. Laureate and Draped bust of Charles IV of Spain right; c/m: bust of
George III in a circular cartouche crowned coat-of-arms between two pillars. The oval
counter-stamped coins were struck in response to the crisis of silver coinage in England at
the end of the 18th Century. The supply of silver in commerce and for the Mint had
dwindled due to the Wars in France after the Revolution in 1797 which caused a shortage
for the minting of coins. From March 1797 the Bank of England therefore released stocks of
its Spanish colonial dollars and halves each with an oval countermark. Unfortunately, this
did not alleviate the problem of smaller change and the production of counter-stamps was
inconsistent. On top of this, the oval pieces were being readily counterfeited until the more
complex, larger octagonal mark replaced them from January to May 1804.

PORTUGAL. BRAZIL. 1791 Half Johanna Maria I .917 gold, 31.5mm.
Obverse: Veiled Bust of Maria I of Portugal facing right, “Maria· I· D·G· PORT· ET· ALG·
REGINA 1793. R.” (“Maria I, by the Grace of God, Queen of Portugal and Algarve, 1793
R”).
Reverse: Crowned, ornate Shield of Arms of Portugal.
The gold 6,400 Reis (or ‘Half Johanna’) of Brazil was one of the chosen money
denominations during the Australian Proclamation of 1800 by Philip Gidley King, the
Governor of New South Wales. In order to retain coinage within the colony, each type was
given a high face value – the Half Johanna was revalued as Two Pounds.

PORTUGAL. BRAZIL. 1784 Half Johanna Maria I and Peter III. .917 gold, 31.5mm. This
Proclamation coin was worth 2 Pounds.
When the French invaded Portugal the British government urged, the entire House of
Braganza to flee in 1807 to establish a government in exile in Brazil along with the royal
family. During her move from the royal palace to the docks she was heard screaming
throughout the trip. Due to her religious zeal a potential cause was her incestuous ancestry,
she had married her uncle; this is substantiated by two of her sisters who had similar
conditions. After they left the Duke of Wellington landed in Portugal which was the start of
the peninsular war. Maria was treated by Francis Willis, the same physician who attended
the British King George III.

George III (1760-1820), gold Guinea, 1792 one point of note about this coin is that the
lettering of the legend on both sides was placed very close to the edge of the coin in order
to prevent clipping and filing.
Obverse Description
Laureate bust of George III facing right; around, GEORGIVS III DEI GRATIA (translation;
George III by the Grace of God)
Reverse Description
Crowned spade-shaped shield quartered with the arms of England and Scotland impaled,
France, Ireland and the Electorate of Brunswick and Luneburg; around, M B F ET H REX F
D B ET L D S R I A T ET E; below shield, 1790. (translation from obverse to reverse,
George III by the Grace of God King of Great Britain, France and Ireland, Duke of
Brunswick and Luneberg, Archi-Thesaurius and Elector of the Holy Roman Empire).

Barrie showed an Egyptian bi-metal one-pound coin with an image of the Sphinx and also a doubleheaded medallion.
The S.A. Museum overhead projector failed to work yet again and the society decided to authorise
Mick to purchase a new projector for our use (which was purchased in time for the March meeting).
Annual General Meeting and Monthly Meeting No. 983, Royal Society Room, Adelaide,
17 March 2022.
Meeting Commenced at 8pm, after a numismatic bourse from 7pm.
Present: 21 members, 7 apologies.

President’s Award for Best Numismatic Presentation/s during year: The President announced
that David was the recipient of the award for his many thoughtful, detailed and interesting
presentations including his Bryant & May matches service medal. Image above left.
President’s Report and Numismatic Address: The President gave a short Report on the activities
of the Society over the past 12 months and commented on the challenges brought about by COVID
19 causing the cancellations of the January 2022 meeting; he also spoke about the 2022 Coin &
Banknote Expo which we have booked for 1-3rd October. Membership in the Society is 67 members
and attendances at meetings have regularly been 16 or more. The passing of long-time members
Maurice and Ray was also noted.

He then presented his Numismatic Address which detailed his interest in the Boer War and then
presented two banknotes relating to the Siege of Mafeking. The Secretary gave a vote of thanks for
his Report and Address, which was warmly received with appropriate acclamation.

A.G.M. continued
Election of Officers for ensuing year: The following officers were duly nominated and elected
unopposed: President: Gerry. Secretary: Richard. Treasurer: Virginia.
Vice-Presidents: Steve and David.
Councillors: In addition to the above and the Immediate Past President, the following three members
were elected to Council: Barrie, Paul S. and Paul J.
NAA Representative: Barrie. Public Officer: Richard.
Editor of Newsletter and Occasional Journal: Mick Vort-Ronald. Auditor: Paul J.
Subscriptions remain at $30 for Australian members and $30 for overseas members.
Honorariums to the Secretary and President were awarded to cover their out of pocket expenses.
General Business: Richard spoke about the upcoming NSSA Coin & Banknote Expo to be held on
1-2-3 October 2022 and it was decided to attempt a 3 day show as the Monday 3rd October is a public
holiday.
GENERAL MEETING 983
Attendance as per A.G.M.
Door Prize: Won by Barrie.

Numismatics:

Barrie – continued next page.

Barrie showed his father’s Lodge jewels and regalia including a 1944 penny and circa 1944
medallions issued to his father when he became a Lodge Grand Master. Barrie also spoke about other
Lodge medals and ingots (above) that were produced in Adelaide.

Mick gave an illustrated talk on a previously unknown design of the New Note Series $5 c.1988
designed by the late Bruce Stewart with the Queen on the front and Ayers Rock on the back,
containing an OVD of Captain Cook similar to that used on the Bicentenary $10. Full story, April
2022 CAB magazine.
What’s on in/around Adelaide: Brighton Market 2nd & 4th Sundays, Port Adelaide Market every
Sunday, Gepps Cross market every Sunday.

