
 
NEWSLETTER 137 ï June 2021. 

 

Society meetings have resumed on the 3rd Thursday of the month, in the Royal Society Room 

behind the S. A. Museum off Kintore Avenue, Adelaide from 7.45 pm., supper afterwards, 

visitors welcome.  Postal address P.O. Box 312 Magill 5072.  For information, contact the 

Secretary, Richard Welling; secretary@sanumismatics.org.au     

 

NSSA web page -- sanumismatics.org.au Webmaster: Mark. 

 

Newsletter edited and illustrated by Mick Vort-Ronald, primarily from minutes of Society 

meetings recorded by the Secretary.  Contact details for Mick are; phone (08) 8522 4490, 

mobile 0417 212 906, P.O. Box 653 Willaston S.A. 5118. email vortronald@yp-connect.net  

 

Annual membership subscriptions now fall due in January each year, $30 for members in 

Australia and overseas.  They can also be paid by EFT to BSB 015 590 A/c 4981 20308 

(ANZ) stating surname and/or postcode. If paying by EFT please email Treasurer when doing 

so.  Treasurer: Virginia, at treasurer@sanumismatics.org.au 

  

Members attending meetings speaking on various topics are encouraged to provide the 

secretary with brief details of the subjects and examples produced in writing  on the night or 

preferably sent by email to allow accurate recording in the Society minutes.  This will make 

his task much easier and ensure that correct information is later used in this newsletter for the 

information of other members and clubs. Most items are photographed by Mick at meetings, 

but members can also send images of their items direct to Mick. 

 

Newsletters are sent via email to members who have the capacity to receive them.  In this way 

you get your newsletter quicker and better than the printed version, AND IN COLOUR . Please 

advise Secretary of your email address for future issues.  This is more efficient and saves the 

society money.  For those who do not have access to the Internet, or still want hard copy in 

black and white, some copies will still be produced and posted if requested.   

 

As a result of sending our emailed newsletters to other clubs in Australia and New Zealand, we 

are now receiving their emailed newsletters and these are also being forwarded on to our 

financial members by email. 

 

Next Meetings ï 15 July, Bourse 7 ï 7.50 pm, followed by general meeting.   

Future dates - 19 August, 16 September, 21 October, 18 November, write them down in your 

diary and/or calendar please.  
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Meeting No 973 held at the Royal Society Room, Adelaide on 15 April 2021. 

 

Present: 15 members, 26 apologies.  

 

May History Festival meeting: Barrie advised that the members presenting our topic ñA 

Collaborative Talk on the History of coinsò are Richard ï Ancients, Gerryï British/Australian 

prior to Decimal currency, Kathryn ï Australian Post-Decimal. 

 

SA Philatelic Postcard Society Exhibition: Barrie asked for members to support staff our table 

at this Exhibition on 1-2 May:  

 

Accounts for payment $90 subscription for Australasian Coin & Banknote Magazine and 

$204.29 to Mick for reimbursement of the cost of a new digital microscope for the society.  

 

Bank Signature Authorisation: It was approved that the Bank signatories of The Numismatic 

Society of SA Inc be the President, Secretary and Treasurer, each to be authorized to make 

approved payments electronically using respective passwords.  

   

NAA Report: The Secretary advised that there were still printed copies of Journal No 29 

available for sale at $25 each.  

 

General Business: 

 

Research Project: Seenying introduced herself and explained why she was undertaking her 

research and how some of our members could assist and support her project, ñTowards a 

Cashless Economyò. She advised that her introductory flyers had been included with the 

Agenda for this meeting and she was seeking persons aged 60 and above to be involved in the 

research over a 12 months period. She commented that utmost care and confidentiality would 

be maintained at all times. After the meeting 4 or 5 members indicated a willingness to be 

involved and obtained the necessary approval documents from her. 

 

Door Prize: April CAB was won by Alan. 

Bourse: It was recommended that the next Bourse be held prior to our July meeting. 

 

Numismatics: 

 

     



Paul S. showed an 1885 medalet issued by the Metropolitan Fire Brigade, Bendigo for ñFirst 

Prize of a Demonstrationò, obv. Reel of a fire hose within an outer wreath, rev. ñWon by 

Brunswick Band 1885ò also within outer wreath (30 mm, silver).  (Images previous page). 

 

       
 

Paul J. showed two coins from the Crusaders:  

a) County of Tripoli Bohemond VII, Dated 1275-1287 Silver Gros (26mm, 4.18 g). + 

SEPTINVS BOENVNDVS CONES (Ns for Ms are retrograde), cross pattée in tressure of 

twelve arcs / + CIVITAS TRIPOLIS SVRIE (citizen of a nice city), triple-towered gateway 

within tressure of twelve arcs. 

 

Bohemond VII was the son of Bohemond VI of Antioch and his wife Sibylla of Armenia. As 

Bohemond VII was still underage at his succession, Sibylla acted as regent, although the 

regency was also unsuccessfully claimed by Hugh I of Jerusalem, Bohemond's closest living 

male relative.  

 

Guy of Byblos and the Templars assaulted Tripoli, but were met outside the walls by 

Bohemond. Bohemond was defeated, but the Templar fleet of twelve galleys was scattered by 

a storm and the Bohemond fleet of fifteen attacked and damaged Templar Sidon. The last 

conflict began in January 1282, when the Embriacos (from Genoa) tried to take Tripoli by 

surprise. They found the Templar master away and so took refuge with the Hospitallers, who 

handed them over to Bohemond on condition that he would spare their lives. He buried them 

up to their necks in sand at Nephin and starved them to death. Some of the characters from this 

story were used in the film Kingdom of Heaven but they were out of context and date. 

This coin weighs exactly the same as the French gros tournois. These intricate and beautiful 

coins were not long in circulation until Tripoli was surrendered to the Mamluks in 1289 and 

thus, were the last coins to be struck in the 'crusader states'. 

 

b) Richard I minted under his father Henry II facing, crowned bust with sceptre outside inner 

linear circle, legend commences upper left, hENRICVS R EX, rev. short voided cross pommee 

(ball at the end of a cross), cross pommee in each angle, beaded circles and legend surrounding, 

+CVCRARD ON CVC, letter C punch used instead of E giving an unusual reading, 

 

As King of England, Richard I spent only about six months of his reign in England; for the rest 

of the time he was engaged in foreign wars. In 1190 he departed for the east as one of the 

leaders of the Third Crusade. To pay for this enterprise Richard auctioned off all that he could: 

land, towns, castles, and even offices. The quote attributed to him, "I would have sold London 

itself, if I could have found a buyer" accurately reflected his great need for funds to carry out 

the crusade. None of his territories were exempt in contributing.   



His crushing of an attempted coup by John and his sporadic wars with Philip II drained the 

royal treasury and only deepened Richardôs desperation for money. His unpaid mercenaries 

wreaked havoc throughout the countryside. 

 

A peasant discovered a hoard of gold statuettes and coins at Châlus in Limousin, and the Lord 

held it in his castle for safe-keeping; the enraged Richard laid siege to the castle. In the course 

of checking the progress of the siege one evening, Richard, at that time not in full armour, was 

struck in the shoulder by a crossbow bolt, which proved fatal.  (This was portrayed in the 2010 

movie Robin Hood, starring Russell Crowe and Cate Blanchet ï a good movie ï Ed.)  

 

    
 

Steve showed three United States of America circulating one-dollar coins:  

a) Susan B Anthony Dollar (1979-1981 & 1999) womenôs suffrage activist and the first 

historical female person portrayed on US coinage;  

 

b) Sacagawea dollar (2000-present) ï in 1998, the US Mint conducted a limited design 

competition for the new dollar, inviting 23 artists to submit designs portraying Sacagawea on 

the obverse and American bald eagle on the reverse; 123 submitted designs. Since no verifiable 

image of Sacagawea exists, a University of New Mexico college student and a Shoshone Indian 

was a model for the coin. There are approx. 1 billion Sacagawea coins in circulation and about 

250 million in reserve. As of 2021, dollar coins are not widely encountered in the US except in 

vending machines for rides on mass transit, some pay and display machines, some laundromats 

and old-fashioned slot machines. On the other hand, the Sacagawea dollar has achieved 

popularity in El Salvador, Ecuador and Panama where the US dollar is also the official 

currency;  

 

c) Abraham Lincoln Dollar ï in December 2005 Congress decided to create a new series of $1 

coins that would honour the former US Presidents. Under Federal law no coins may be issued 

featuring a living president or a president who died less than two years earlier. Hence, former 

presidents Jimmy Carter, Bill Clinton, George W Bush and Barack Obama were ineligible to 

have a dollar coin issued in their honour. There are 41 presidentsô coins (one president, Grover 

Cleveland, had two separate terms and two separate coin designs).   

 

Gerry donated each member present a 2020 Australian $1- coloured ñDonation Dollarò coin 

with words ñGIVE TO HELP OTHERSò on reverse. (fourth image after U.S. dollar coins above). 

 

Mick showed samples of gold nuggets and discussed some faults/errors/frauds in Australian 

banknotes: Natural gold nuggets recently sold in auction for about double gold value.   



 


